


























Grimersta

SIMON SCOTT - River Manager

The final return for 2008 was 333 salmon and grilse at
an average weight of 5% lb. 77 per cent of the catch was
voluntarily returned.

As in 2007 very few grilse had reached the system by late June. There
was an improvement during July and August, however, and the end
of the season was encouraging, with sea-liced fish still being taken
into October. There was also a slight improvement in the weight and
condition of the grilse — although some were very small, most were in
good condition. We hope that their late arrival is a short-term trend
as it significantly reduces what is already a brief season.

While the 2008 total was below average there are some signs of
improvements. The 5-year average has now recovered to over 400 fish a
season from the low point of the late 1990’s, but this is some way short
of the 700-fish long-term average.

Historically there was a significant run of spring fish in March and April
but, while this run has long since disappeared, it would be wonderful

if it could be restored. Sea trout have declined across much of the area,
almost certainly as a result of aquaculture.

PROSPECTS AND ISSUES

There are serious concerns over the impact of aquaculture in Loch
Roag. However, from January 2009, all sites in the loch will have a
simultaneous fallow period which should reduce sea lice burdens.

SNH’s Hebridean Mink Project aims to completely eradicate the
animals from the islands and should have a major impact of the survival
of juvenile salmonids. We are also working with SNH to improve habitat
and to bring about an effective monitoring programme, which ought to
include the installation of a fish counter on the lower river.
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River Annan

NICK CHISHOLM - River Annan Fishery Board Environmental Manager

The estimated salmon catch is either the highest or
second highest on record, with five beats recording
over 300 fish for the year. The five-year average has
now climbed to around 1700 from a low point of 500
back in 1997. Although the accuracy of reporting has
probably improved over the last ten years, overall
salmon abundance has also undoubtedly increased
significantly.

What is less encouraging is the spring fish. While, from the 50s through
to the mid-70s the spring catch contributed from 20-45 per cent of the
total, it is now barely one percent. It is probable that the late summer,
autumn and winter fish have now taken over the springers’ historical
breeding areas.

DSFB actions, such as the removal of significant obstructions and
restoration of considerable areas of poor habitat (around 50,000m of
bankside fencing has been erected in ten years with another 30,000m
scheduled for 2009/10), have clearly helped. Whilst the Annan does
have a hatchery it is not thought that this has a significant bearing on
returns. In most of the nursery areas we are seeing increasing numbers
of fry and parr, which indicates that the post-fishery numbers of salmon
are also growing. As a result we should expect the current high returns
to be sustainable if sea survival rates do not drop.

SEA TROUT

There has been a significant drop in the numbers of sea trout being
caught, due in part to a reduced effort by anglers. More sea trout were
seen in 2008, but conditions were such that few were caught. And

it is clear that in some parts of the catchment salmon have replaced
sea trout as the most abundant spawning fish. In one area the average
density was 18 trout parr/100m2, and 3 salmon parr/100m?, ten years
ago, but has now flipped to trout at 5 and salmon at 21 respectively.

Note: 2001 catch low due to foot and mouth disease preventing fishing.
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Fisheries Management in Scotland —
Facts and Figures

Number of District Salmon Fishery Boards
Total capital value of Scottish salmon fisheries

Total rateable value of salmon fisheries
in Scotland — 2007

Funding raised by DSFBs in 2007

Further project funding raised by DSFBs
Total

Number of salmon caught (2007)

Number of sea trout caught (2007)

Total netting effort (2007)

Number of DSFB Staff

Legislation governing Boards

Number of river bailiffs trained under
the ASFB/IFM SVQ accredited qualification

Annual value of salmon fisheries to Scottish

economy (Scottish Government statement 2008)
Number of days salmon fishing per annum

Number of people employed in
Scottish freshwater angling (FTE)

Number of Scottish charitable

fisheries research trusts

42
£425,000,000
£4,206,411

£3,144,492

Rods: £3,081,648 (98%)

Nets:£62,844 (2%)

£609,790
£3,754,282

Rod catch: 91,053
Released: 55,472 (61%)
Net catch: 19,897

Rod catch: 21,541
Released: 11,158 (52%)
net catch: 5,574

Fixed engine: 236 trap months
Net & Coble: 54 crew months

Full time: 57
Part time: 88

Salmon & Freshwater
Fisheries (Consolidation)

(Scotland) Act 2003

150

£120m

545,000

2,800

22

Salaried — 57 (Full time equivalents)

Number of people employed by Volunteers — 60 (FTE)

Fisheries Trusts & Foundations
81 t
Percentage Board areas covered by percen
Trusts in 2009 (exc. Northern Isles)

2007
2008
2009

£442,000
£667,000
£594,000 (est)

RAFTS funds raised for Fisheries Trusts

PRESIDENT: The Lord Nickson KBE
VICE-PRESIDENTS: Sir Robert Clerk Bt

Jean Matterson

CHAIRMAN: Hugh Campbell Adamson
VICE CHAIRMAN: Sir Edward Mountain
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: Jan Scott (Dee DSFB)
Jim Allingham (N&W DSFB)

Alistair Wallace (Don DSFB)

David Summers (Tay DSFB)

Roger Brook (Argyll DSFB — Chair RAFTS)
Keith Waters (Fishmongers’ Company)

ASFB office bearers

ASFB & shared staff MANAGING DIRECTOR: Andrew Wallace
DIRECTOR: Brian Davidson

ADMINISTRATOR: Fiona Campbell

PR: Andrew Graham Stewart (Part-time)

LEGAL ADVISERS: Fish Legal (formerly ACA)

Gillespie Macandrew LLP

DIRECTOR: Callum Sinclair

INVASIVES & BIO-SECURITY PROJECT:
Chris Horrill (from autumn 08)
FUND-RAISING / PROJECT DEVELOPMENT:

RAFTS staff

Luke Comins (part time)

Capital Business Centre,
CBC House,

24 Canning Street,
Edinburgh

EH3 8EG

ASFB / RAFTS office

Tel: 0131 272 2797
Fax: 0131 272 2800
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Salmon Fishery Districts

1 Shetland 28 Fleet (2)

2 Orkney 29 Cree

3 Caithness 30 Bladnoch

4 Helmsdale 31 Luce

5 Brora 32 Stinchar

6 Fleet (1) 33 Girvan

7 Kyle of Sutherland 34 Doon

8 Conon 35 Ayr

9 Beauly 36 Irvine and Garnock
10 Ness (2 part) 37 Clyde (and Leven)
11 Nairn 38 Eachaig

12 Findhorn 39 Argyll

13 Lossie 40 Laggan and Sorn/Islay
14 Spey 41 Inner (Jura)

15 Deveron 42 Mull

16 Ugie 43 Lochaber

17 Ythan 44 Arnisdale

18 Don 45 Glenelg

19 Dee (1) 46 Crowe and Shiel
20 Esk 47 Loch Long

21 Tay 48 Skye

22 Forth 49 Carron

23 Tweed 50 Kishorn

24 Annan 51 Wester Ross

25 Nith 52 Western Isles

26 Urr 53 North and West
27 Dee (2) 54 Northern

Sources:
Salmon Fishery Districts - Scottish Government 2006

© Crown copyright 2009. All rights reserved Scottish Government.
Licence number: 100020540 2009

Scottish Government GI Science & Analysis Team - January 2009, Job 4528sn




ASFB Member Contact List

BOARD CONTACT EMAIL/TELEPHONE WEB URL

Tweed Nick Yonge enquiries@rtc.org.uk www.rtc.org.uk

Tay David Summers d.summers@btinternet.com www.tdsfb.org

Spey Roger Knight director@speyfisheryboard.com www.speyfisheryboard.com

Dee (Aberdeen) Mark Bilsby mark@riverdee.org www.riverdee.org.uk/home/home.asp
Esk DSFB Marshall Halliday mmhviennahorn@aol.com

Deveron John Christie christieg@btconnect.com www.deveron.org/wb/pages/board.php
Kyle of Sutherland Tain McMyn grouse31@supanet.com www.dsfb.co.uk

Forth Patrick Fothringham psfothringham@btinternet.com

Findhorn Will Cowie willcowie@r-r-urquhart.com www.riverfindhorn.org.uk

Nith Jim Henderson NDSFB@salmonfishery.demon.co.uk www.rivernithfishings.co.uk/fishery-board.htm
Don George Alpine GAlpine@burnett-reid.co.uk www.riverdon.org.uk/welcome.asp
Helmsdale Michael Wigan mwigan@borrobol.co.uk

Cromarty Simon McKelvey conondsfb@aol.com

Western Isles

Simon Scott

grimersta@lineone.net

Northern Crispian Cook crispian.cook@bellingram.co.uk

Ness Gordon Menzies gordon.menziesm@btinternet.com www.nbft.co.uk (Trust)

Caithness Peter Blackwood 01847 893134

Beauly Alastair Campbell acampbell@bidwells.co.uk www.nbft.co.uk (Trust)

Doon Austin Thomson law@frazercoogans.co.uk www.ayrshireriverstrust.org/doon.htm (Trust)
Lochaber Jon Gibb riverlochy@btconnect.com

North & West Crispian Cook crispian.cook@bellingram.co.uk www.wsft.co.uk (Trust)

Annan Nick Chisholm nick@annanfisheryboard.co.uk www.annanfisheryboard.co.uk/index.html
Nairn Peter Loutit paloutit@aol.com

Ayr Forbes Watson dwshaw@btconnect.com www.ayrshireriverstrust.org/ayr.htm (Trust)
Argyll Jane Wright jms.wright@btinternet.com www.argyllfisheriestrust.co.uk (Trust)
Brora Chris Whealing chris.whealing@sutherlandestates.com

Stinchar Austin Thomson law@frazercoogans.co.uk www.ayrshireriverstrust.org/stinchar.htm (Trust)
Wester Ross Tracy McLachlan admin@wrasfb.org.uk www.wrft.org.uk (Trust)

Ythan Mark Andrew haddo.estate@farming.co.uk www.ythan.co.uk/

Cree Peter Murray enquiries@abamatthews.com www.gallowayfisheriestrust.org (Trust)
Girvan Austin Thomson law@frazercoogans.co.uk www.ayrshireriverstrust.org/girvan.htm
Lossie Watson Bell wat_bell@msn.com

Urr Matthew Pumphrey enquiries@primroseandgordon.co.uk www.gallowayfisheriestrust.org (Trust)
Islay Roderick Styles rod.styles@walker-sharpe.co.uk

Bladnoch Peter Murray enquiries@abamatthews.com www.gallowayfisheriestrust.org (Trust)
Luce Ralph Peters 01776 702024 www.gallowayfisheriestrust.org (Trust)
Skye and Small Isles Jim Rennie ardslane@aol.com

Ugie Donnie Mclean donnie.mclean@masson-glennie.co.uk

Island of Mull Christopher James torosay@aol.com

Dee (Kirkcudbright) Simon Ingall ingall@freeuk.com www.gallowayfisheriestrust.org (Trust)
Eachaig Robert Teasdale rteasdale@toucansurf.com

Fleet Christopher Graves 01556 680330 www.gallowayfisheriestrust.org (Trust)




Capital Business Centre
24 Canning Street
Edinburgh, EH3 8EG

Tel: 0131 272 2797
Fax: 0131 272 2800
Web: www.asfb.org.uk





